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.moment, and the future inter-relations of British India and the Indian States are under review.   Far-reaching political and constitutional changes are being debated and deliberated upon, and, in view to these developments, I have, after consultation with  His  Excellency the Viceroy   and yourself* decided to avail myself of the services of Sir C. P. Rama-swami Aiyar who is a trusted friend of my family as my Legal and Constitutional Adviser.7'    How shrewd and patriotic His Highness has been is shown by the manner in which several important questions have  been handled during the past decade.    It is my purpose to briefly refer to some of these problems and merely record how Sachivothama Sir C. P. Rama-swami Aiyar has been intimately associated with the Travancore administration ever since the assumption of powers by His Highness the present Maharaja in November, 1931, when he 'was appointed as His Highness' Legal and Constitutional Adviser. The progress of the State during the last ten years is virtually a glorious record of the brilliant achievements of Sir C. P. Ramaswami Aiyar, first as  Legal and Constitutional Adviser and then as Dewan of the State.   Soon after his appointment as Legal and Constitutional Adviser he devoted . himself to secure for Travancore its rightful place among the Indian States and to get full recognition of the status due to her as one among the front-rank States in India.    Long after the Treaty of 1805 certain political practices had grown up in "Travancore in regard to matters materially affecting the . status of the State although such practices received no specific sanction from the Treaties of  Travancore with the British Power. For instance, the judgments of the High Court in ^criminal cases which involved a sentence of death  or of life imprisonment used to be sent to the Resident when they were confirmed according to law by the Sovereign.   According to the law of the land the Resident had no power of intervention whatsoever in the exercise by the High Court of its criminal jurisdiction.   The practice of sending such
* Ool. Pritohatd, Agent to the Governoc General, Madras States.